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two “spooks” at work with both arms illumi- 
nated. You already know where the spirit 
got its information regarding Mr. Smith. You 
can readily understand the forces that floated 
the music-box and table above the heads of the 
“sitters,” and an explanation is useless. 

When the first female spirit appeared, it was, 
in reality a young woman, dressed in a gor- 
geous white costume without paint, hence the 
light was turned up instead of down, in order 
that she be visible. Rhinestones and Sumatra 
gems being cheap she was plentifully supp'ie 1 
with “diamonds,” although many of those who- 

are the “queens” or “spirit guides” or “con 
trols” of wealthy Spiritualistic fanatics wear 
real diamonds, the gift of their wealthy charge 
or “king” as they usually call them. 

When she started for the “cabinet” she used 
her hands to keep her “robe” from under her 
feet and as she went stooped lower and lower, 
until as she disappeared in the “cabinet” she 
was on her hands and knees. This is what 
caused the appearance of “dematerialization.” 

When Mr. Smith’s son, Eddy, came from 
the “cabinet” he was represented by a boy 
about eight years of age, the son of one of the 
female “spooks” up stairs. He receives two 
dollars a night for his services, the same as the 
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self of all clothing she donned siholy: along — 


chemise that reached her shoe-tops. She 
drew on a pair of white stockings and over 
them a pair of white slippers. Into her hair 
and ears she put rhinestone diamonds, and 
around her neck a necklace of the same beau- 
tiful but valueless stones. On each ear lobe 
and around her neck were put small spots of 
the luminous powder to represent the dia-— 
monds while it was dark. Her face was pow- 
dered and her eyebrows and lashes darkened, 
while a dark line was drawn under each eye. 
She now took a black mask that covered her 
head, and her “robe” in her hands and went 
down to the “cabinet.” Arriving there she 
put the black mask over her head to prevent 
the luminous diamonds being seen until the 
. proper time. She carried her robe in a black 
bag. Crawling from between the curtains and 
under the table, she exposed on the floor a 
small part of her “robe.” This she shook and _ 
moved about, allowing it to escape from the 
bag until it was all out. She was now from 
under the table and on her knees, and it was 
time the head show on the form, so, getting 
close to the robe she threw off and under the 
table the black mask. The shape was now 
the size of an adult, she adjusted the robe to 


Kaliastra - Discover Yourself 


You are not always to search for the trap in 
the ceiling, nor yet in the floor. A trap is not 
possible in the ceiling except a closet is used as 
“cabinet” and the ceiling is of wood. Where 


this condition of things does not exist you must . 


search elsewhere. The floor is a very likely 
place when it can not be made in the ceiling. 
If you do not find it there examine the base or 
mop-board. If it is in the mop-board, you will 


find upon examination that there is a joint in it 
near the corner of the “cabinet,” but you will 


find it solidly nailed with about four nails each 
side of the joint. This appearance of extra- 
ordinary solidity will be absolute proof that it 
is not solid. 

The nails are not what they appear, but are 
only pieces about one-half inch in length and 
do not even go through the board. The piece 
is fastened on the other side with a ‘couple of 
bolts that hold it very firmly in place. There 
is a corresponding opening in the mop-board 
in the next room, although no attempt is made 
to so carefully conceal it as no one is ever ad- 
mitted to it. Through this trap the “spooks” 
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ing the walls or ‘igor toe? if you as to 
thump one the “medium” who is smart enough 
to make use of a trap is also sharp enough to — 
make provision for its being thumped, and 
your sounding method goes for naught. Bear 
in mind that when you are examining the 
“cabinet,” you are seeking at the very place 
that is prepared most effectually to withstand 
your investigations. 

In the “cabinet” of the “medium” who does 
not use “spooks” but do the personating them- 
selves and through the use of “dummies” it is 
well to expect to find the traps in the “cabinet” 
for if they could not be opened from the “cab- 
inet” they would be of no use to the “me- 
dium.” If ¢Aey open it from the “cabinet” you 
will be able to do so, providing you find the 
means. The trap will be either in the mop- 
board, the floor, the door-jam, or a chair or 
table on the outside. If you find it in neither 
place, and have searched thoroughly, take the 
“manager” into a room and go through his 
pockets and clothing. You are sure to find an _ 
assortment of robes, wigs and various articles 
of spiritual apparel in one or the other of the 
plas mentioned. Do not forget the “mana- — 
ger” in your search. He or she is never 
searched, or never has been, up to date, which 
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particularly where they did nof. ‘Their exam- 


inations are only for the purpose of misleading 
others. Their “tests” are received in a way 
to cause those about them to think they admit 
them very unwillingly or because they were 
so undeniable that they could do nothing else. 

A great many will probably deny that con- 
federates are ever employed. They are not 
by “mediums” who are not smooth enough to, 
produce that which appears so wonderful as to 
make a good business for them. The writer 
would advise those “mediums” who give such 
rank “seances” to employ a few floor-workers, 
they are easily obtained, and see what a differ- 
ence it would make in the amount of business 
they willdo. Get goodones—those who know 
human nature, and know when they have said 
all that is necessary. Most of them are in- 
clined to say too much, thus causing the ordi- 
nary man to suspect that he isa confederate. 

It is only in a few cities of the United States 
where the expert and artistic “mediums” are 
to be met with, men who invest considerable 
money in the business, and do business with 
the intention of puzzling every class of man 
who attend their “seance.” It is true, though, 
that hundreds of “mediums” are to be met 
with all over the country who carry several 
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tained everything and every condition thattheir 
state of development entitled them to. 

How much of this strange belief was ob- 
tained through the “medium” the writer can- 
not say. However, when the ’Frisco “medi- 
um” learned these views he at once set to work - 
to make them pay him. He, Mr. Brown, was 
first convinced that the “medium” was genuine. 
His own views were then made to appear as 
correct, thus he was certain to continue his in- 
vestigations with this “medium.” 

At one of the “materializing seances,” one 
of the female “spooks” was made as hand- 
‘some as anew robe trimmed with satin and 
_ other things, a Rhinestone necklace, ear-drops, 
hair-pins, bracelets and brooch, along with 
plenty of powder and pencil-work would make 
her, and she “came” for Mr. Brown. 

It was no one Mr. Brown remembered, and 
he was told that it was a spirit from Jupiter 
and was his spirit guide or guard, and his ‘af- 
finity.” He was also told that he had just be- 
gun to attain a Spiritual “condition” that would 
permit her to communicate with him. 

In her “make-up” the “spook” was certainly 
very beautiful. Especially was this true when 
she was looked upon in the very dim light of © 
the “seance-room.” 
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um” and “spook” consulted on the matter and 
concluded they could get a little extra, per- 
haps, by getting up a mock marriage cere- 
mony. The “medium” set his witsto work, . 
and when Mr. Brown had his next private 
“seance” he was told that the marriage could 
be consummated if it could be arranged so as 
to not kill or injure the “medium.” It was 
satisfactorily explained to him why there was 
danger of anything of the kind occurring, and 
that the “medium” ought to be handsomely re- 
warded if he could be persuaded to sit for him 
for that purpose. It was left to her to name 
the amount and she made it five hundred dol- 
lars. She bade him make the arrangements 
with the “medium” and confer with her again 
next day. This he did, and the medium” 
after much persuasion was induced to accept a 
check for five hundred dollars, the “seance” to 
occur at any time named by the spirit Isis. 

At the private “seance” the next day Isis in- 
formed Mr. Brown that a large amount of fine 
silks and jewelry would have to be purchased 
and placed in the “cabinet”’ so that she and the 
company would have abundance of material 
from which to “materialize” their clothing. 
He was told that the occasion should be hon- 
ored with a grand supper after the ceremony, | 
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followed by the “bride” and she by four other 
beautifully costumed “spirits,” two ladies and 
two gentleman. The writer will only add that 
the tall spirit performed the marriage ceremony, 
after which all sat down at table although noth- 
ing was eaten, as Mr. Brown had not yet been 
brought toa point where he could believe a 
spirit could eat and digest solids. They were 
supposed to feast on the aroma or essence or 
spiritual part of the-feast spread for them. 

The “medium” had fine wines and high liv- 
ing for several weeks after the wedding. He 
did not purchase silks and laces with the money 
furnished but placed in the ‘“cabinet” som 
bundles of paper. 


All the properties furnished for the wedding 


went to the “medium.” He made in the entire 
transaction, including “private sittings,” more 
than four thousand dollars in six months. This 


from one man, alone. He may have had three — 
or four “suckers” beside Mr. Brown. To be 


sure, the “sucker” is cautioned to secrecy re- 
garding all these occurrences, for were it to be- 
come known by any of his friends it might re- 
sult disastrously to the “medium.” 

The recital of Mr, Brown’s experience will 
not be believed by a great many who read this 
book; but it is a_fact. 
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This was all performed in a very dim light. 

The explanation is simple enough and lies in 
the ‘“«medium’s” having prepared in advance by 
making paraffine masks from plaster of paris — 
moulds. When the spirit came from the “cab- 
inet” it had fitted over its face the prepared 
mould, and, in reality, did not dip into the para- 
fline but dd dip into the water, so that when the 
“sitter” got them they were wet and dripping. _ 

Many persons have these moulds mounted 
and framed hanging in their apartments think- __ 
ing them the work of the spirit-world and prize _ 
them highly, Usually they cost enough to ob- 
tain so that they should be prized. 

Many were the attempts to solve the mystery 
of their production, but all resulted in failure, 
for the reason that they were supposed to have 
been made before the eyes of the “sitter” and 
pulled from the faces they were moulded over. 
As the “mediums” were men with beards it 
was impossible that they be moulded over their 
faces. 

The reader can perform some eencuak 
work with the guitar when doth his hands ARE 
held if he will experiment a few times and fol- 
low up the following instructions. 

Place in your room an oval dining-table and 
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tations” you will find the jumping and jerking 
tactics of all “mediums” to quite effectually 
fill the bill. . oe aa 
Now we come to )the “sack-test” that has 
caused so much astonishment among the un- 
initiated. This “test” is in use to-day by a 
great number of “mediums,” and is the one 
the magicians were attempting to expose when 
they invented the sack trick already described. 
You will readily perceive the difference be- 
tween the'two feats. hae 
In this “test” the “medium” is placed into a 
sack of heavy material, usually dark canton- 
flannel, that is just long enough to admit of its 
being tied around the neck. Before he’ gets 
‘into the sack, each of his wrists have tied and 
sealed about them pieces of colored braid. 
These have ends long enough to be put through 
holes in the sack and tied to the back of the 
chair in which he is sitting. When he* is se- 
cured, he is inside a flannel sack that has a 
draw-string in its top which is pulled up until 
it brings the mouth of the sack snugly about 
his neck and the ends tied and sealed with wax. 
The knots and seals are at the back of his neck. 
The tapes on the hands are pulled through 
small holesin the sack behind and tied tothe chair 
back, thus his hands are firmly tied behind him. 
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dium” have a confederate : come “ up : 


above explanations nor the result of mesmer- 
ism, or that the “medium” sprayed the room 
with a liquid that robbed you of your senses 
for the time being and caused you to imagine 
you saw the form, go to a preacher and ask 
him for the explanation. You will get it, for 
they ought to know everything, and if you be- 
lieve all they say, they do. The preacher will 
look wise (just like the doctors dv) and after 
turning your question over in his mind a few 


seconds will turn upon you a face expressive 


of pity for you and horror of your late experi- 
ments and say to you in a voice solemn as 


death and calculated to carry conviction of 


truth with it, “My dear man, it is the work of 


the evil one. It is the Devil’s work in leading - 


mankind astray from the truth.” 

I suppose he would be right if he did not 
happen to be wrong, The devil isa very con- 
venient person for them. What they cannot 
explain they lay to him. cRSK 

In this case they would be wrong, as usual, 
for it was none other than the “medium” who 
came from between the curtains all robed in 


white. It was not the devil nor a rubber form 


up through — 
the floor? If you can not solve the mystery — 
satisfactorily to yourself as being either of the 
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to a vest-button enough of it so that when he © 
releases it, it will permit of the sack being op- 
ened wide. It is now easy enough to get out 
and in again if his hands were not tied. The 
hands are nof tied. 

The tapes were tied and sealed around each 
wrist, separately, leaving ends sufficiently long 
to put through the holes in the back of the 
sack and tie to the chair. When the “medium” 
gets into the sack he gets out of his pocket two 
pieces of tape of the same color as that on his 
wrists. He doubles one piece and puts the 
ends through one of the holes, keeping tight | 
hold of the other end. He does the same with 
the other piece, and the investigator ties them 
to the chair thinking them the ends of the tapes 
that are around the “medium’s” wrists, 

You can see, now, reader, how easy a mat- 
ter it isforthe “medium” to get out and inagain 
without any aid from the devil or anybody else. 

When the “seance” is at an end, the “me- 
dium’s” assistant cuts the tapes that are sup- 
posed to bind the hands, and the “medium” 
puts the pieces he holds into his pockets. The 
asssistant now cuts the tapes around the neck, 
and, pulling out the slack that the “medium” 
used, cuts it off and puts it in his pocket, leay- 
ing the tape just the length it should be. 
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